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Microsoft Tech·Ed 2011 – Web & User Experience 

Overview:
The Web and User Experience track brings you all the latest information on cutting-edge Web technologies and provides you with the latest in developing great user experiences, from the Windows desktop to mobile devices to cross-browser and cross-platform on the Web. Get the latest information on Windows Presentation Foundation, XAML, Microsoft Expression Studio and Microsoft Silverlight, as well as all the in-depth coverage of Internet Information Services (IIS), Microsoft ASP.NET, ASP.NET AJAX, Windows Internet Explorer, Windows Live Platform and Commerce Server. Whether you are interested in taking your ASP.NET development to the next level, or finding out how you can use your .NET development skills to build rich experiences, the Web and User Experience track is for you.

Highlights:

· NV Interactive showcase of the live streaming and video analysis solution for NZ Cricket for the upcoming summer season 
· Trade Me releasing its latest project live on stage
· Thomas Lewis, the HTML5 Evangelist from Redmond

Sessions:

"Video Killed the Radio Star" - Moving Pictures for NZ Cricket
Speakers: Nigel Parker, Gus Pickering and Zach Hitchcock
The Microsoft Media Platform is a complete set of technologies for digital media encoding, delivery, and playback for virtually any network-connected device. Come along to this session to see how NV Interactive is building a new video analysis and live adaptive streaming solution for New Zealand Cricket to deliver immersive video experiences via Silverlight, WP7, HTML5 and iOS. See how the advent of the HTML5 specification and the new video and audio tags enable you to build video solutions that can play media in modern browsers and on mobile devices and how this technology may be extended in the future.

Releasing Trade Me's Latest Project
Speaker: Simon Young
Trade Me is a pretty big New Zealand website. We've been working on a little something that we think might interest the Tech Ed audience and we'd love for you to join us as we announce and release it. In the process we'll be showing off our stack and demonstrating our deployment process as we push our new project live to NZ's largest website. Come along and get involved!

Pimp My App – 3 screens and a challenge
Speaker: Shane Morris
User Experience guru Shane Morris is back in New Zealand with Pimp my App 3D. Like last year's critically acclaimed "Pimp My App" session Shane Morris will tell you everything about user interface layout and design that fits into 50 minutes, but with a new twist. Shane is taking his talk 3D(evices)! He will focus on design across multiple devices with the meteoric rise of Web, Mobile and Tablet it is no longer good enough to design a web app in a single dimension.

Throw away the keyboard – Building natural experiences with the Kinect SDK
Speaker: Daniel Beaty
Kinect brings brand new ways of engaging users. It is set to revolutionise our industry as every developer will now be able to build apps that aren’t tethered to a mouse and keyboard, but rather to the human body and the environment around us. Join Dan and Jordan as they explore this new paradigm computer to human interaction and what it means to your users. We’ll then explore the Kinect SDK and get you on your way to building Kinect experiences using tools (VS2010) and Platforms (.NET) that you already know. Kinect is set to change the world, are you ready?

It's a Smashup
Speaker: Jordan Knight
Users are demanding and the entry level for user experience is forever rising. The products and services users expect from the web means that keeping up with the Jones’ can be a never ending cycle… But it doesn’t have to be difficult or cost a lot of time and money. In this session Jordan explores a range easy ways to implement the features your users demand in to your site with minimal code – you won’t believe your eyes when you see just how easy it can be to integrate a range of fantastic features in to your site with minimal experience and code!

Responsive Design - The View of the World Depends on the Glasses I Wear
Speaker: Thomas Lewis
There is no mobile Web, there is no desktop Web, and there is no tablet Web. We view the same Web just in different ways. So how do we do it? If you are a designer or front-end developer, come to this session to learn how to embrace the fact that the web doesn’t have the same constraints as the printed page, and how to design and develop for this flexibility.

Welcome to the Next Generation of Web Design – CSS3
Speaker: Thomas Lewis
Although CSS3 rendering varies between browsers and HTML5 hasn’t reached the candidate recommendation stage yet, they're already the hot, new buzzwords and some intrepid front-end developers are already creating sites with them. Are these new techniques ready for prime time on the web? What happens with older browsers? In this session, Thomas briefly introduces Internet Explorer 10 Platform preview and the latest HTML5 structural elements. He then focuses on cutting-edge CSS3 features for easier implementation of visual effects and enhanced typography all with a focus on satisfying your cravings for tomorrow’s technologies through practical implementations today.

HTML 5 Hands On
Speaker: Owen Evans
HTML5 is with us now and Windows 8 will be putting HTML 5 front and centre, literally. IE9 and 10 allow you to make use of a lot of the best bits from HTML5 and CSS 3 today. Join me as I take you through some of the new Web API's and techniques made available as part of IE9/10's support for HTML5.

Chasing the Evolving Web
Speaker: Aaron Powell
It's been a long time since we've seen browsers evolving at the rate which they currently are with Microsoft, Mozilla and Google releasing preview versions of their future browser rolling every few months, not every few years. And with each browser release we see better HTML5 support, more CSS3 support and occasionally experimental features. But how do you hit the moving target which is the modern web? What JavaScript libraries are out there that you should be using to ensure that you're not repeating the boring tasks of the modern web? How do you ensure that you're building sites that will also support older browsers?

Common JavaScript Pitfalls for the .NET Developer
Speaker: Aaron Powell
JavaScript is the world's most common programming language, but the dynamic nature of the language means that it's very easy to get yourself tripped up. Coming to JavaScript many developers make the mistake and not learn about JavaScript the language, instead they rely on the skills from more traditional strongly typed languages. While this will not always be an issue you can find that you end up with hard to diagnose errors. So what are the common pitfalls made when writing JavaScript from the eyes of a .NET developer?

Kick starting your web development with ASP.NET 4.0
Speaker: John-Daniel Trask
So you're happily coding away on ASP.NET 3.5 but you're starting to hear new words and phrases being thrown around: Razor, NuGet, Web Platform Installer, IIS Express, MVC 3... What are all these things and how can they help you improve your development process with Visual Studio 2010 and ASP.NET 4.0? What specific enhancements have been added to WebForms at part of the ASP.NET 4.0 Release? In this session John-Daniel Trask will show you some of the fantastic new tools and capabilities that await you when you take the dive into ASP.NET 4.0.

Silverlight 5 – How to Avoid the Top Ten Traps for Newbies
Speaker: Stuart Bale
Silverlight 5 is for the next generation of online applications. If you're just starting out with Silverlight, this session will explain how developing in Silverlight differs to traditional web or windows based development. Covering topics such as MVVM, WCF and understanding the asynchronous nature of Silverlight, through to the frameworks you need to supercharge your development.

Easy Web Deployment – Begin the Enjoyment
Speaker: Malcolm Sheridan
We’ve all done it. Typically web applications are deployed using Windows Explorer or a DOS prompt.  If this is you step away from the keyboard! Come and see a practical session on the new deployment process in Visual Studio 2010. You will learn how to create, package and deploy web applications, their settings and databases more easily than ever before. The secrets of MSBuild, Web Deploy, One-Click Web Publish and Web Publishing Pipeline (WPP) will be revealed. You'll peek under the hood and see the technology used by the Visual Studio Publishing infrastructure. If you’re craving for a smorgasbord of information about the right way to deploy web applications, you won’t want to miss this.

JavaScript with a view – advancing client side code
Speaker: Jordan Knight
Take the latest in hardware acceleration, high speed JavaScript engines, jQuery and the latest client development patterns and you have the ability to make some of the most stunning web apps that appear and behave as if they were running natively – on desktop and mobile. In this session we explore the latest and greatest ways to build amazing applications that target the browser, using patterns like Model-View-ViewModel, client side templating, view selection, navigation, transitions and much more. 
 Walk away from this session wondering how you ever managed before seeing these techniques in action!

MVC - Lessons Learnt From Being Burnt
Speaker: Malcolm Sheridan
If you're an ASP.NET programmer, chances are you’ve dabbled in MVC. MVC is the latest newcomer to the ASP.NET world and the demo’s you see looks simple, but there are some hidden gotchas' that you’ll only learn from hours of blood, sweat and tears that have been soaked into the keyboard. In this session you will learn what these hidden pitfalls are and how to avoid them. The focus will be on real-world MVC which will include how to best use forms authentication, securing your controllers and actions, error handling the MVC way, filter ordering, Inversion of Control (IoC) best practices as well as how to best use routes and controllers. Don't think this session will be a walk in the park. These are real world problems and how to solve them.


Speakers:

Thomas Lewis
[image: C:\Users\srutherford\AppData\Local\Microsoft\Windows\Temporary Internet Files\Content.Word\me.png]Thomas Lewis is a Principal Technical Evangelist at Microsoft focused on HTML5, IE, and the web designer/developer community. When he is not thinking about the brutality of HTML5, Microsoft, and Design, he is plotting the eradication of Internet Explorer 6 from the planet.




Simon Young
[image: C:\Users\srutherford\AppData\Local\Microsoft\Windows\Temporary Internet Files\Content.Word\simon-young.jpg]Head of Development at Trade Me.







Nigel Parker
[image: ]I have always had an interest in technology. Since a very young age I have taken things apart to see how they work. I believe that technology should complement and not be a hindrance to human interaction. To that end I studied technology and psychology at university. I took some risks and broke some new ground during the first “.com” bubble. I was one of the few that despite losing money didn’t lose heart for the unrealised potential of our industry. I set my sights on Microsoft as a place to work with a vision to make an impact on a larger scale. During the five years that I have been at Microsoft as the Web Development Adviser, I have been helping others realise their potential and adopt some of the most useful and exciting technology around. I'm motivated by big ideas and smart unconventional execution and I continue to challenge myself and others to fail fast and drive forward innovation. I don’t see our future as a simple extension of our past I instead see it as a challenge that needs thoughtful intention.

Stuart Bale
[image: http://newzealand.msteched.com/resources/documents/p/TENZ11/photos/7db7ea6f-4eab-e011-a9d1-001ec953730b.jpg]Stuart has been working with software development businesses, general small businesses, accountants, banks, the IRD and other government departments since 1994, with seven years at MYOB and two years at Xero, and is now sharing his broad experience with other software development businesses around the world. With expertise in building successful online products for small businesses, Stuart understands what is needed to design, build, market, sell and support these, along with the strategic aspects of leveraging your existing IP and clients. For those embarking on a new project to provide online services, Stuart can leverage his background to ensure you have a successful experience. And for those projects already underway, which need some help to move to the next stage of growth, then Stuart can help there too. Find out more at www.stuartbale.com.




Owen Evans
[image: http://newzealand.msteched.com/resources/documents/p/TENZ11/photos/9ddeccff-6dae-e011-a9d1-001ec953730b.jpg]Owen Evans, Chief Architect at Xero has been a Microsoft developer for the past 10+ years. Deeply passionate about the art of software development Owen holds an interest in creating quality software that meets the needs of its users. At Xero Owen has been responsible for the creation of the Xero API, and Xero Personal amongst others, both products fully reliant on Microsofts technologies such as the MVC framework and WCF to create highly scalable applications while also being highly usable. Xero makes beautiful online accounting software, check it out at www.xero.com.

Aaron Powell
Aaron Powell is a Senior Developer and Technical Specialist (Web) with Readify, helping clients produce modern web applications on the .NET stack. Outside of work hours Aaron is a Microsoft MVP in Internet Explorer (Development) and a contributor to a number of Open Source projects such as Umbraco CMS and FunnelWeb.

John-Daniel Trask
[image: ]John-Daniel Trask is a co-founder and director of Pervasive Group Limited (PGL), an investment company that has built up investments in various technology businesses. When forming Pervasive Group with his business partner, Jeremy Boyd, John-Daniel and Jeremy also formed Mindscape Limited – a wholly owned subsidiary of PGL – which specialises in providing software developer tools in the Microsoft .NET space. Product revenue has grown in excess of 100% annually since the formation in early 2007 and derives 99% of that revenue from other countries. PGL also has an investment in Givealittle Limited, an online philanthropic website to promote charitable causes in New Zealand and around the world. Givealittle is a funded venture backed by several parties including MOVAC. Beyond Mindscape, Valuecruncher and Givealittle, PGL maintains small shareholdings in several other public and private businesses. John-Daniel has been awarded a Microsoft Most Valuable Professional award for the last three years for his involvement in the New Zealand technical community. He was the winner of the 2009 New Zealand Hi-Tech Young Achiever award and a finalist for the same award in 2010.

Shane Morris
Shane Morris is one of Australia’s most respected user experience professionals. Through consulting, mentoring and training he has helped organisations create compelling digital experiences since 1991. In that time he has worked on desktop applications, internet applications, mobile user interfaces, physical devices and websites. Shane has taught user experience topics around the world and is a key contributor to “101 Things I Learned in Interaction Design School” at ixd101.com.

Shane has worked with companies like Microsoft, Lonely Planet, M&C Saatchi, Cochlear, Amnesia Razorfish and Sensis – helping creative and technical professionals collaborate to create services that empower, inspire and reward. His passion is transforming the complex and constrained into the simple and powerful. Not just because it's valuable endeavour, but because it's hard – and therefore immensely rewarding. Shane's experience includes: Director of Automatic Studio (Formerly Echo Interaction Design); One of Microsoft's first User Experience Evangelists world-wide; and General Manager and Principal Consultant at The Hiser Group.

Jordan Knight
[bookmark: _GoBack]Jordan’s passion is the web – in particular the rich web (Silverlight and HTML5 in particular). Jordan has been heavily involved in the technical community in Australia and founded the SDDN, a user group focussing on Silverlight and Windows Phone development. He is a seasoned presenter with many appearances at Tech·Ed in Australia and New Zealand amongst others. Jordan is a Microsoft MVP and runs his own company called Xamling which focuses on building client experiences for the web and mobile.

Malcolm Sheridan
[image: http://newzealand.msteched.com/resources/documents/p/TENZ11/photos/ca852096-fcb8-e011-a9d1-001ec953730b.png]Malcolm Sheridan is a Microsoft awarded MVP in ASP.NET, a Telerik Insider and a regular presenter at conferences and user groups throughout Australia. Being an ASP.NET guy, his focus is on web technologies and has been for the past 10 years. He loves working with ASP.NET MVC these days and also loves getting his hands dirty with jQuery and JavaScript.  He also writes technical articles on ASP.NET for SitePoint and other various websites.


Daniel Beaty
Dan is a highly experienced architect and designer with extensive experience providing expert business process development and client services solutions, delivering to the needs of large corporates, medium business operations and government enterprises alike. Dan has managed highly complex and technically skilful assignments, and has demonstrated his ability over 15 years to build high stakeholder confidence whilst maximising people and performance to build quality enterprise solutions.
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